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Photos:  Indian Rhinoceros, Bengal 
Tiger.

Travelers throughout history have feasted their senses on India’s 

intoxicating mix of fascinating culture, dramatic landscapes, and 

abundant wildlife. In this comprehensive 16-day expedition, Apex 

Expeditions takes you from the bustling bazaars of Delhi to the 

tranquil teak forests of Madhya Pradesh; from tracking tigers in the 

jungles of the Deccan Plateau to elephant-back safaris in search of 

Indian Rhinoceros at the foot of the Himalayas; from a dawn cruise 

on the Ganges at Varanasi, most holy of Hindu cities, to a sunset 

visit to Boudhnath Stupa, Nepal’s largest Buddhist monument. While 

our primary focus is the charismatic megafauna of the Indian Sub-

continent, our journey exposes us to the incomparable cultural and 

scenic diversity of this ancient land.

Expedition Over view
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Thursday, February 12: New Delhi   
Arrive in New Delhi and transfer to the Claridges Hotel. Gather this evening for a 
welcome dinner and briefing. Overnight at the Claridges Hotel.

Friday, February 13: New Delhi / Japalpur / Pench 
Depart New Delhi on a short flight to Jabalpur, in the central Indian state of Madhya 
Pradesh. From there, a scenic drive past picture-perfect teak forests and jungle 
streams will bring you to Pench National Park and Tiger Reserve. Immortalized  
by Rudyard Kipling in “The Jungle Book,” Pench’s terrain is characterized by both 
dry, deciduous forest and undulating grasslands, making it choice habitat for a  
staggering diversity of wildlife, including one of the highest densities of herbivores 
of any Indian park. In the late afternoon, we venture out on our first open 4x4- 
vehicle safari. Herds of elegant Chital, or Spotted Deer, are a conspicuous feature 
of the landscape, often accompanied by foraging troops of elegant, long-tailed 
Hanuman Langurs. We’ll be alert for any sign of the presence of the area’s apex 
predator, the Bengal Tiger, watching for pugmarks on the sandy tracks or listen-
ing for the warning call of deer or Indian Peafowl. Dinner and overnight at Jamtara 
Wilderness Lodge. 

Saturday, February 14: Pench National Park 
The park gets its name from the Pench River, which winds through it like a python, 
adding a number of aquatic species to an already long list of wildlife. Renowned 
as a reliable location for the scarce Sloth Bear, Pench is also home to the elusive 
Asiatic Leopard and the handsome Dhole, or Asiatic Wild Dog. It’s also a bird-watch-
er’s dream, with over 250 recorded species, including the impressive Malabar Pied 
Hornbill, Crested Serpent-Eagle and Madhya Pradesh’s State Bird, the Yellow-footed 
Green Pigeon. Dinner and overnight at our lodge.  
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Photos: Indian Peafowl, Chital Deer, 
Indian Roller.
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Sunday, February 15: Kanha National Park  
After breakfast, travel past rich farmland and colorful villages to Kanha National 
Park. This 366-square-mile preserve was established to save the endangered  
Barasingha, or Swamp Deer, before being declared part of the Project Tiger  
network. Take an afternoon safari, before returning for dinner and overnight at 
Kanha Jungle Lodge, at the edge of the park.

Monday & Tuesday, February 16 & 17: Kanha National Park 
Kanha’s magnificent Sal forests are home to prolific wildlife, notably India’s largest 
population of Tigers, and our time in this wildlife Mecca will focus on experiencing, 
first hand, this most regal of big cats. Beginning every day before dawn, we’ll enter 
the park with morning mists still hanging over dew-drenched meadows. At sunrise, 
the forests resound with bird song, from the quiet purring of Jungle Owlets and rich 
melodies of Orange-headed Thrushes to the raucous crowing of Red Junglefowl. 
We’ll be especially alert to the warning barks of Sambar, Chital or Barking deer  
that may lead us to a Tiger padding through the forest. While seeing Tigers will 
undoubtedly be foremost in our minds, we may also cross paths with Golden Jackal, 
Ruddy Mongoose, Wild Boar, or even the impressive Gaur, a bison-like animal that is 
the largest of all the world’s bovids. 

We’ll ascend the plateau of Bamni Dadar for panoramic views over the park far  
below. Flamboyant Asian Fairy Bluebirds, Red-whiskered Bulbuls and flocks of 
Scarlet Minivets enliven the treetops, and in the arid scrub of the plateau we may 
be lucky enough to glimpse the elusive Chousingha, the world’s only four-horned 
antelope. This remote part of Madhya Pradesh still preserves its rural tradition, 
and between our excursions into the park we’ll visit a nearby school for a taste of 
local village life. The lodge is also renowned for its fine Indian cuisine and you may 
choose to partake in a cooking demonstration. 

Wednesday, February 18: Bandhavgarh National Park  
After breakfast, drive through extensive teak forests and rolling countryside to the 
sleepy town of Mandla. See the ruins of the Gond dynasty’s palace and fort, and  
enjoy a picnic lunch on the Narmada River, second holiest to the Ganges. After 
lunch, continue to Bandhavgarh National Park. Named for the ancient fortress at 
the center of the park, Bandhavgarh consists of 168 square miles of Sal and  
bamboo forests and grassland. Dinner and overnight at Bandhavgarh Jungle Lodge.

Thursday & Friday, February 19 & 20: Bandhavgarh National Park  
Bandhavgarh Plateau dominates the park’s dramatic landscape, with its sheer cliffs 
towering 2,000 feet above the surrounding plains. A focal point for countless cen-
turies of human habitation, early ascetics meditated in caves on its flanks and the 
Rewa dynasty constructed a sacred temple and the Bandhav “Garh”, or Fort, at its 
summit. 

The former hunting preserve of the maharajas of Rewa, Bandhavgarh’s rugged 
wilderness is renowned for supporting over 40 resident Tigers, the highest density 
on Earth. The reason for this lies in the abundance of prey, particularly Spotted 
and Sambar deer, Hanuman Langur and Wild Boar, all of which we will commonly 
encounter in the park’s rich meadows. We enjoy morning and evening game drives 
to take in all the park has to offer. 
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Photos:  XXXXCaption text here from 
top to bottom.
Photos:  Swamp Deer, Hanuman  
Langur, Bengal Tiger.
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Saturday, February 21: Khajuraho / Varanasi 
After breakfast, drive to the city of Khajuraho, a UNESCO World Heritage site.  
This once opulent capital of the Chandela dynasty is home to India’s largest  
concentration of medieval Hindu and Jain temples, famous for their erotic Kama 
Sutra sculptures. Take an afternoon flight to the chaotic and dauntingly colorful city 
of Varanasi. Known to the devout as Kashi, or City of Life, Varanasi is the beating  
heart of the Hindu universe—pilgrims come to the Ghats lining the River Ganges 
here to wash away their sins in the sacred waters and to cremate their loved ones. 
This evening, you’ll want to be well situated overlooking the Ganges to witness the 
glittering Aarti (prayer) ceremony, an experience that won’t soon be forgotten.  
Overnight at the tranquil Gateway Hotel.

Sunday, February 22: Kathmandu 
Take an early boat onto the Ganges to see the cremation Ghats, where at sunrise 
intimate rituals of life and death unfold in plain sight. After breakfast, board your 
flight to Kathmandu, Nepal, where you visit two of the holiest sites in Nepal,  
Pashupatinath and Boudhnath. Built in the 4th century, Pashupatinath Temple sits 
on the River Bagmati, where a continuous cremation takes place. Covered in ash 
and wearing loincloths, sadhus and sages flock to this two-storied pagoda to honor 
the god Shiva. Boudhanath is one of the world’s largest Buddhist stupas, or  
mound-like structures. Boudhanath is unique in that it is built in the octagonal  
Mandala design and is said to entomb the remains of Kasyap Rishi, a sage  
respected by both Buddhists and Hindus. Overnight at Dwarikas Hotel.

Monday, February 23: Bharatpur / Chitwan National Park  
After breakfast, board a flight to Bharatpur on Nepal’s floodplain grasslands, or  
Terai. From there, it’s a short drive to Chitwan. Meaning “Heart of the Jungle,”  
Chitwan was Nepal’s first national park. With its rippling terrain, floodplains and 
tropical and subtropical forests, this World Heritage-listed reserve is one of the  
premier sanctuaries in Asia for wildlife viewing. It’s especially renowned for its  
protection of Indian, or Greater One-horned, Rhinoceros, Bengal Tiger and the  
long-snouted, fish-eating crocodilian, the Gharial. Before sunset, climb atop an 
elephant for a unique jungle safari, penetrating swamps inaccessible to vehicles, in 
search of wallowing Indian Rhinoceros. Dinner and overnight at Temple Tiger Resort. 

Tuesday, February 24: Chitwan National Park 
Watch the sun rise over the Terai on a leisurely morning elephant safari through 
20-foot-tall elephant grass. In addition to over 500 Indian Rhinoceroses, Chitwan’s 
rich alluvial grasslands support Hog Deer and healthy populations of both Bengal 
Tiger and Asiatic Leopard. Its varied habitats and unique location at the foot of the 
Himalayas has given Chitwan a legendary status amongst bird enthusiasts, with  
an impressive 550 bird species known from the park. Denizens of the Terai, such  
as Swamp Francolin, Slender-billed Babbler and the endangered Bengal Florican  
are, at this season, joined by winter migrants from the Himalayas and beyond,  
including Greater Spotted Eagle, Yellow-breasted Bunting and the glorious  
Himalayan Rubythroat. 

In the afternoon, you have the option of taking a boat ride down the Narayani River 
in search of Gharial, Mugger Crocodiles, Gangetic Dolphins and Smooth-coated  
Otters, or going on a naturalist-guided jungle walk to experience the park on foot 
and learn more about its diverse flora and fauna. If you’re lucky, you’ll spot both  
 

Photos:  Khajuraho; Women in Saris, 
Khajuraho; Ganges River, Varanasi;  
Indian Rhinoceros, Chitwan.
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Asia’s largest terrestrial mammal—the Asiatic Elephant—and the world’s smallest 
terrestrial mammal —the pygmy shrew—in one outing. 

Wednesday, February 25: Kathmandu 
It’s farewell to Chitwan this morning, as you make your way back to Kathmandu. 
A last visit to Boudhanath Stupa at sunset is a must-do, followed by dinner at our 
hotel’s specialty Krishnarpan restaurant. Overnight at Dwarikas Hotel. 

Thursday, February 26: New Delhi  
Fly to New Delhi early this morning, and take the day to explore this vibrant cultural 
melting pot. Delhi consists of two starkly different worlds: upscale New Delhi was 
built as the seat of government for the British Raj; Old Delhi served as the capital of 
the Mughal Empire. Explore both, taking a rickshaw ride through the dizzying streets 
of Chandni Chowk, passing the historic Red Fort and winding through medieval 
bazaars to visit the beautiful Jama Masjid. Then, admire the architectural genius of 
the Indian Parliament building and presidential palace, followed by a refreshment at 
one of New Delhi’s swanky cafés. Meet for a festive farewell dinner and overnight at 
the Radisson Blu Hotel. 

Friday, February 27: Delhi 
Early morning transfer to the airport for your international flight home. 

Photos:   Swayambhunath, Kathmandu; 
Red Fort, Delhi; Indian Peafowl.
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Jonathan Rossouw
Jonathan Rossouw is one of the world’s most experienced expedition leaders, 
having guided wildlife trips in over 150 countries on all seven continents. 
He combines a legendary energy and enthusiasm with a broad knowledge of all 
aspects of natural history, gained from three decades spent in the pursuit of 
the world’s mammals, birds, reptiles and coral reef fishes. Indeed, having seen 
over 8,000 species of birds, 800 mammals and 2,000 coral reef fishes, he will 
likely experience more species of vertebrate animals than anyone in history!

A medical doctor by training, Jonathan was born and raised on South Africa’s 
east coast and spent his family vacations in the games reserves of Zululand. 
It was here that the foundation was laid for a lifelong passion for wildlife and 
wild places and, in 1996, a “short break” to cycle across South America from 
Buenos Aires to Cusco led to two years spent guiding at eco-lodges in the 
Amazon and doing bird surveys in the Andes. He returned to Africa to start 
a birding travel company, before joining Peter Harrison and Shirley Metz, 
to assist in expanding their global portfolio of natural history destinations. 
An accomplished photographer, Jonathan’s images have appeared in many 
books and magazines, and he has co-authored birding site guides to Uganda, 
Southern Africa and Madagascar.

Giovanna Fasanelli
A life-long love affair with the sea propelled Giovanna into the world of 
marine biology, conservation, underwater photography and natural history 
documentaries. From an early childhood exploring the rock pools of South 
Africa’s shorelines she immigrated to Australia and wasted no time in getting 
her PADI Dive Master certification. She has since logged over 1,000 dives 
throughout the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

Whilst completing her marine biology degree at Australia’s James Cook 
University, Giovanna worked at an underwater film company, gaining experi-
ence tagging Tiger Sharks and Green Turtles in the Coral Sea and assisting 
with film production. This opportunity spawned a decade-long career in 
television, presenting the latest developments in aquaculture and fisher-
ies science. In 2013 Giovanna worked with National Geographic Channel in 
co-presenting a documentary series, Australia: Life on the Edge, as the marine 
biologist and submarine pilot showcasing stories from around the continent’s 
shores.

Giovanna’s passion for wilderness and animals has driven her to explore 
habitats around the world from Snow Leopards in the Himalayas to Komodo 
Dragons in Indonesia and Mountain Gorillas in Uganda. Fast approaching 100 
countries visited, Giovanna has extensive experience as a guide and natural-
ist all over the world. A talented photographer and skilled writer, Giovanna’s 
work is regularly featured in several Australian magazines. Her deep love and 
concern for the environment has led her to be an advocate for conservation.

“When it comes to expedition 

travel, in particular, one needs 

to be led by a knowledgeable, 

enthusiastic, entertaining 

and confidence-inspiring 

professional. We have yet 

to meet anyone quite like 

Jonathan who so completely 

ticks all these boxes!” 

                                 – Pat G., Durban

Your Expedition Leaders
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India & Nepal Wildlife  February 12 – 27, 2015
$11,970   Per Person Rate

$13,770   Solo Rate

16 Days   Trip Length

16 Guests   Group Size

New Delhi / New Delhi   Start/End

Expedition Details

Included
Apex Expeditions’ rates include all accommodations; all meals, activities and excursions as described in the itinerary; 

flights as noted in the itinerary (New Delhi/Jabalpur-Khajuraho/Varanasi-Varanasi/Kathmandu-Kathmandu/Bharatpu-

Bharatpur/Kathmandu-Kathmandu/New Delhi); local beer and wines at lunch & dinner; services of two Apex Expedition 

leaders and local guides throughout the itinerary; all gratuities; airport transfers; permits and entrance fees; all taxes. 

Not Included
Costs not included in the price of your Apex expedition include travel to and from start and end point of trip; 

premium brand drinks and liquor; travel insurance (Trip Cancellation and Interruption as well as Emergency Medical 

and Evacuation insurance); airport departure taxes; excess baggage fees; passport and/or visa fees; items of a  

personal nature (phone calls, laundry, souvenirs, etc.); and independent travel arrangements pre- or post-trip.

Payments & Terms
20% of the trip cost will confirm your place on the expedition. The final balance is due 150 days prior to departure. 

All prices are quoted in U.S. dollars and must be paid in U.S. dollars. Per person pricing is based on double occupancy. 

The Solo Rate is paid by participants who specifically request single accommodations and is subject to availability. 

If you are traveling alone and wish to share accommodations, we will try to match you with a roommate of the same 

gender. However, if a roommate is not available, the published Solo Rate will be charged. Upon confirming your 

reservation you will be required to pay the published Solo Rate, if we are able to pair you with a roommate, the 

applicable difference will be refunded at the time final trip payment is due for all participants. Please note that solo  

accommodations are limited and cannot always be guaranteed throughout. For our full set of Terms & Conditions, 

please visit our web site at www.apex-expeditions.com.

One-of-a-kind adventures to 
the world’s most fascinating 
places. Join us.
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India & Nepal Wildlife  February 12 – 27, 2015

Person 1: (Primary Contact)

Passport Name:  

Preferred Name:  

Date of Birth:  

Email Address: 

 

Mailing Details:

Address:  

City:      State:     ZIP Code:    Country:   

Phone:      Fax:  

     Double                Solo

Person 2: (If applicable and at same address, otherwise please submit a second Reservation Form.)

Passport Name:  

Preferred Name: 

Date of Birth:  

Email Address: 

 

Deposit Information:

      My deposit check is enclosed (20% of total tour fare)

      Charge my deposit to my:        VISA       MasterCard             American Express 

Card #:        Expires:      CCV Code:    

Name on Card:  

Signature:  

Please return this completed form to Apex Expeditions. 
E-mail: info@apex-expeditions.com  or  Mail: 3275 36th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98126

Reser vation Form


